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Three-year-old Skylar embodies his Japanese middle name, Kiseki—or
“miracle”—in countless ways. Described by wish mom Yuko as her
“�ny, mighty, feisty warrior,” Skylar has been through more in the past
three years than many people in a life�me. Through it all, he’s been a
�ghter, staying strong for his family and inspiring everyone he meets.
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“He’s obviously been through a lot of procedures and a lot of hospital stays,” explains Yuko. “Every

single time, the doctors tell us that he’s not going to come out the same way or as strong as he used to

be, [but] he comes back. He fights; he’s a warrior.”

Before he was born, Skylar’s doctors noticed that he had a cleft lip palate, a common condition, and

a thick nuchal fold. It was only after his delivery that doctors discovered Skylar has lissencephaly, a

rare brain disorder also called “smooth brain.” The next day, Yuko found out that Skylar also has a

very rare genetic disorder called Baraitser-Winter syndrome. His is one of only 20 cases of both

lissencephaly and Baraitser-Winter syndrome in the world.

Doctors told Yuko and wish dad Brydon that Skylar would most likely not see his first birthday,

which was devastating to the new parents. Yuko remembers, “You have a baby. That should be the

happiest time of your life, and you’re being told ‘your baby is not going to make it to see one.’ I just

broke down. He was only 13 days old. I didn't sleep, and literally every single day I thought, ‘I'm

going to lose him tomorrow, I'm going to lose him tomorrow.’”

Although the news was unimaginably difficult, Yuko and Brydon felt blessed by the amazing NICU

nurses at Kapi’olani Medical Center for Women and Children who helped them through those

difficult first weeks. After receiving training from the staff and staying by Skylar’s side for seven

weeks in the NICU, they were finally able to take their new baby home.

Since then, Skylar has continued to defy the odds, though his journey has been far from easy. Last

November, he ran a very high fever, which doctors diagnosed as a viral infection that eventually

turned into pneumonia and threatened his life. Despite a difficult 47 days in the PICU, Skylar the

warrior was finally able to come home just after Christmas. “The nurses are just amazed at how well

he bounces back,” says Yuko. “He’s a feisty fighter, definitely.”

A normal day in Skylar’s life now consists of six different kinds of medications at the start of his

morning, feedings four times a day, and play time with 5-year-old big brother Kainalu. Because of

seizure precautions and a sensitivity to light due to an eye condition, Skylar enjoys outdoor time

with his family during the cooler hours of the day and loves going on his favorite swing and playing

with the family dog, Keiki. Skylar, also known as “Baby Sky,” adores his big brother, and Kainalu

adores him in return. “[Kainalu can be] rough with Skylar [when they play], but Skylar does not

complain. Every time Skylar needs something, or he’s in distress, I’ll say ‘go get the suction, go get

this… anything’ and Kainalu will run and get it, or he’ll bring a stethoscope and thermometer and he

wants to try take care of him,” Yuko says.

When Skylar was first referred to Make-A-Wish Hawaii, Yuko was excited but had to get used to her

new position as ‘wish mom.’ “I was like, ‘oh, that’s me!’” Yuko laughs. The family knew that a

dedicated therapy room in the house just for Baby Sky—one tailored to his unique needs—would be

the perfect wish. Yuko hopes that a room just for him will not only make him happier and more

comfortable but that it will also aid in his medical journey.

Skylar’s Corner will also allow Yuko and Kainalu peace of mind. Baby Sky is non-verbal and fed

through a gastronomy tube, and his care requires many different types of equipment. In addition to

having his items neatly stored and readily accessible to the family and Skylar’s nurses, Yuko also
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thinks that a baby monitor in the room would make her feel even more secure. When Skylar has

gotten sick in the past, Yuko has always trusted her instincts, even if things don’t seem too serious at

first. She has never been wrong and consequently stays on high alert. “[With] Skylar, [my] antennas

are up 24/7. We’re sleeping, but we’re not really sleeping,” she explains. “I think I’ll be able to relax a

little bit more [after the wish].”

Yuko is thankful that Baby Sky will soon have a special room he can call his own, tailored just for

him. “With what these kids go through medically [and the] challenges that they have in life, to be

accepted into Make-A-Wish, I mean, it's unimaginable,” she says. “I only know because I'm blessed

enough to have Skylar as my child.”

Yuko has known about the life-changing impact of a wish through friends who also have children

fighting critical illnesses. She is looking forward to Skylar’s Corner coming to life and the positive

impact it will have on him and the whole family: “Make-A-Wish is great for family support. It

encourages and gives the families something to look forward to. What you guys are doing is

amazing.”
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